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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION: WHY A SCHOLARLY
PROPOSAL FOR THE CLINICAL PROJECT?

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e Explain the importance of the project proposal.

e Discuss what is meant by application scholarship and why the DNP project is a good fit.

o Identify opportunities to move concept learning to project proposal competencies related to the
American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Essentials.

e Identify the key elements of writing a scholarly clinical proposal.

e Describe common terms related to best evidence and clinical project proposals.

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Students often underestimate the value of a well-written clinical project proposal. This chapter focuses on
the clinical project proposal as a project guide and a form of clinical application scholarship. Addressing
best evidence and students’ clinical context is also considered in situating and understanding the project.
The ongoing use of reflective project notebooks and work with a mentor are offered as two ways to
facilitate both proposal and project completion.

FACULTY QUESTIONS AND TEACHING TIPS

What ways can you help students understand the importance of the clinical project proposal?

e Ask aprevious DNP student to do a presentation of their work at the start of the semester for your
new class. Lead a discussion with the class on the specific approaches used and identify select
strengths of the presentation to focus on. Multiple videos might be developed and shared from
previous students’ project presentations.

o Consistent with the emphasis on application scholarship, the Essentials, and documenting
concepts to competency, have students engage with the online/classroom discussion provided at
chapter end.

e Also consistent with the emphasis on application scholarship, use this discussion to note and
orient students to the practice scholarship applications in each chapter. This resource serves as a
tool for student self-assessment related to review of the Essentials and competency
documentation.

What are strategies to help students get started on the process of securing a mentor?

e Lead a brainstorming and sharing session with students about potential mentors in their clinical
area. Help students minimize the jitters of contacting potential mentors by guiding them in
visualizing that process, including their initial statements as well as responding to a variety of
potential responses.
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What learning activities are included at the end of Chapter 1 to engage students? Highlight these
activities to students and encourage or require their completion.

Practice application scholarship
Websites for further review
Beginning writing prompts
Checklist and goal setting
Readiness to begin a clinical project
Online/classroom discussion

SAMPLE LEARNING QUIZ FOR STUDENTS

Ask students to agree or disagree with each of the following. You can use this as part of a learning
discussion or a thought quiz with feedback.

L.

whkhwbn

Among other things, clinical project proposals are important because they provide a plan for
completing the project.

Identifying important current literature is a crucial part of the clinical project.

Reflection provides one way to identify and assess gaps in clinical practice.

Reviewing the best evidence helps to understand the project concepts.

When completing a clinical project, a mentor only serves to add one more person whose
suggestions need to be addressed.

The points of the project triangle are the review of literature, the process, and the outcomes.

ANSWERS: 1) Agree, 2) Agree, 3) Agree, 4) Agree, 5) Disagree, 6) Disagree
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